
 

 
 
Page 1 – 2018-01-26 
 
 
 

Q. What does the PA Supreme Court's recent gerrymandering ruling mean? 

A. The Pennsylvania Supreme Court ruled that "the Congressional Redistricting Act of 2011 

clearly, plainly and palpably violates the Constitution of the Commonwealth of 

Pennsylvania" and that the current map of Pennsylvania U.S. Congressional districts must 

be redrawn before the 2018 mid-term elections. The ruling requires the Pennsylvania 

General Assembly and Governor Wolf to agree on a map by February 15, 2018 and submit 

it to the Supreme Court for approval. If the General Assembly and the governor do not 

submit a new congressional map by February 15, the Court will create its own map after 

hearing from both parties. The Court's order indicates that a final map should be completed 

by February 19. 

Q. Can this decision by overturned by the United States Supreme Court? 

A. The Pennsylvania Supreme Court's decision was based on Pennsylvania's Constitution 

and not on the U.S. Constitution, so an appeal to the U.S. Supreme Court will very likely be 

unsuccessful. There are some long shot legal theories that the Pennsylvania Legislature will 

probably try, but they are very unlikely to succeed. 

Q. Does this decision require the PA General Assembly to redraw the state legislative 

districts? 

A. No. The lawsuit only challenged the constitutionality of the federal congressional 

districts. The state legislative districts will not be redrawn. 

Q. How can Pennsylvanians be sure that the new map does not violate the 

Pennsylvania Constitution? 

A. The Pennsylvania Supreme Court has indicated that it will write an opinion to 

accompany the order, which should lay out the legal standard that needs to be followed in 

more detail. However, the only way to challenge a future map would be through another 

lawsuit. 

Q. Does this decision change the process by which U.S. legislative districts are 

redrawn? 

A. No. Unless the state constitution is changed, the new congressional district map that will 

be created in 2021 and govern the 2022-2030 elections cycles will be drawn using the 

same process that was used to create the map that was just declared unconstitutional. This 

is why we need to pass SB 22 and HB 722 before June 30, 2018. 
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Q: Is it possible to have a new map by February 9? 

A: Absolutely. One expert witness in the case, Jowei Chen, provided 1000 maps that respect 

the traditional criteria of compactness, contiguity and lack of division of municipalities, 

counties, etc. Of those, 500 keep incumbents in their current districts. So, there are plenty 

of maps to choose from. As for the challenge of the “push and pull” of legislative process, 

the current map was pushed through in a matter of hours, disregarding legislative process, 

with just hours between when senators were given the final draft and expected to vote yes. 

Q: Isn’t this an inappropriate use of the courts? Shouldn’t this be addressed 

legislatively? 

A: The Pennsylvania Legislature has had several decades of bills addressing this issue. 

Some have been stuck in committee, some were voted out of committee. One was voted out 

of committee unanimously and never given a vote on the House floor. If legislative leaders 

are sincere about legislative solutions, they should begin now to move HB 722 and SB 22 to 

a vote. 

Q: Wouldn’t it be better to wait and draw new lines after the current election cycle? 

A: We’ve had three congressional elections using unconstitutionally gerrymandered maps. 

That’s six years of unresponsive legislators, minimal representation and policy enacted that 

doesn't reflect the will of the majority of Pennsylvania voters. We can’t undo those six 

years, but it would be wrong to allow that pattern to continue. 

 


